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two hundred and fiftv thousand dollars for the improvement of
the water courses of T'exas.

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bill was re-committed to the com-
mittee on Internal Improvements.

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen-
ate that the House had passed a bill to make an appropriatien to
pay the expenses of the supreme court for the years 1851, 1852
and 1853.

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill was taken up and read first
time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended,
bill read second time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the
committee on Finance.

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill to confirm certain titles to land,
so far as the location and survey are concerned, was taken up aud
read first time.

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

Joint resolution proposing to amend the 3rd section of the 10th
article of the constitution, was read second time and referred to
the committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Kinney, Mr. Doane was added to the com-
mittee on Internal Improvements,

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Scott was added to the same
committee,

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow
morning.

THURSDAY, January 15, 1852.

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 0
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr, Baggerly—roll cliaed—
quorum present.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr. Hart presented the petition of snndry citizens of Hunt
county, praying the passage of a law allowing Lavina, a colore
woman, to remain 1n the State; referred to the committee on
State Affairs.

Mr. Tayior, chairman of the committee on Private Land
Claims, reported back to the Senate a bill for the relief of J. F»
Pittman, and recommended its passage. .

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which
were refarred a bill to make an appropriation to pay the expenses
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of the supreme court for the years 1851, 1852 and 1853 ; and a
pill making an appropriation to pay Joab B. Harrel.l, sheriff of
Wwilliamson county, for taking a convict to the Penitentiary, re-
ported the same back to the Senate, and recommended their pas-

€.
sa%\{lr, Grimes, from the same committee, made the following
rep‘ort . . . .

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint reso-
jution for the benefit of Thomas William Ward, have had the
subject _under consideration. ’l‘he rqsolutlon cotitemplates an
appropriation to supply Col. Ward with wooden legs when ne-
cessary, 1n place of the leg he lost by a cannon sh_ot at the storm-
ing of Bexar,in December, 1835. T'hat he sustained the loss of
pis leg in the manner set forth in the resolution, is a matter of
common notoriety, and susceptible of the most positive proot.—
Therefore, your committee, in consideration of the services and
sufferings of Col. Ward, cannot withhold from him the pittance
necessary to supply, as far as in their power, the loss by him sus-
tained in the cause of liberty and the independence of Texas.—
Your committee are further of opinion that an acknowledgment
of his services, by the Legislature, will be a matter of more
gratification to Col. Ward, than the consideration of the money
that may be appropriated in the bill for his benefit, Under these
considerations, we return the bill, and recommend it to the faver-
able consideration of the Senate.

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman.

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Education, to which wa3 re-
ferred the petition of the President and T'rustees of the Chappel
Hill College, reported a bill granting two leagues of land to the
Chappel Hill College, which was read first time.

Mr. Bigelow, chairman of the committee on Public Lands,
made the following report :

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill
for the relief of J. B. Thacker of San Augustine county, have
had the same nnder consideration, and find from the testimony
presented, that Mr. Thacker, while gallantly engaged in the
Cherokee fight, under General Douglass, was severely wounded
on the 16th day of July, A. D. 1839—that in consequence of
his wound incurred in the service of the Republic of T'exas, he
has become almost helpless, that ha is unable to leave his room
or raise his hands to his head ; that he has necessarily exhausted
his estate, which was very considerable, in the support of him-.
self and family, and is now destitute of the means of support,
with a large and dependent family, subject to the charity of his
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friends and the public. Your committee are of the opinion that
the case of Mr. Thacker presents a claim for reliel which the
State should not disregard, and that the provisions of the bill
are not too ample. 1 am instructed to report the bill back to the
Senate without amendment, and to earnestly recommend its pas-
sage. All of which is respectfully submitted.
ISRALEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman.
Mr. Bogart made the following report :

CommitTEE Room, January 15, 1852.
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON,
President of the Senate.

A majority of the joint committee on Apportionment, upon
whotn has devolved the difficult and important duty of preparing
and presenting a bill, apportioning amongst the several counties
and districts of the State the members of the Legislature for the
next eight years, beg leave to present the accompanying bill as
the best result they have been able to arrive at, and recommend it
to both branches of the Legislature for their consideration.

It is not deemed improper in justification of the action of the
committee, to add that they have had many obstacles to encoun-
ter in arriving at the probable just estimate of the total amount
of population contained in the State ; and again, in some instan-
ces in making a partition amongst the counties :  First, owing to
the incompleteness of the returns; and secondly, on account ¢
the inaccuracy of many returns that have been made. In suc
instances, where error has been manifest, the committee have
deemed it but a part of their duty to rectify and correct them.—
In others, again, the returns have proved unsatisfactory ; but 12t
no instance where it has not been plain from the return itselfy
have they been changed or interrupted.

For, however complaints may, or may not be well founded,
they have been regarded as remediless under the law, and there-
fore, beyond the control of the committee. .

After a departure trom the returns, the wisest and only reli-
ance would be upon merely heresay testimony, which, to say ghe
least, would be uncertain in its effects, and in the end prove alike
unsatisfactory and unacceptable. Confusion alone could follow
their disregard in one instance—such would involve, for like
cauge, the unsettlement and disturbance of every return that has
been made, and thus defeat the purpose of an apportionment by
the present Legislature altogether. In all cases where the 18-
turn has not come to hand, the committee have proceeded, by the
best data at their command, to estimate the probable amoum 0
population embraced in such counties, and assigned them the



321

due proportion of representation, as in other cases. That such
estimates ave entirely free from error it is impossible to assert;
put at the same time the commitiec {zel assured that there is none
such as materially to aflect tie equal distribution of representa-
tion in the vavious sections of the State. In point of numbers,
the bill contemplates the full messure of the coustitution—ninety
for the Housa of Representatives; and thirty-three for the Senate.
here existed great doubt in tae wminds of many of the commit-
tee as to tha propriety of so gient an incresse ; but the action of
the Houss has been regarded as imperative in favor of that num-
per, and the bill has been framed in conformity with its instruc-
tion.

Notwithstanding the nicst earizest eiideavor, it has been found
jmpossible, in every instance, to give all the counties what may
be considered the entire amount of their rights; butthe opinion
is confidently entertained that the bill approximates as pearly to
the principle of equality and justice asany that can be framed un-
der a fixed, or perhaps any other basis. Certain it is, that neither
of the grand divisions of the State can have room for serious
complaint. The first Congressional district, having the majority
of representative population, has been granted the ascendency in
the House, and the second, with a small excess in the electoral
vote, has been. yielded the preponderance in the Senate. The
more scrupulous observance has been paid to this, that all cause
for sectional strife and controversy may be avoided. It is not
believed that any section can Jjustly complain of inequality.—
However, there must be in this, as in any other plan that can be
proposed, occasional instances wherein there would seem to be
cause for complaint. 'This has been found te be unavoidable,
althongh the attempt has been made in every case when found
practicable, to give a corresponding advantage in one, when a
sacrifice has been necessarily imposed in the other ; and if] at all
times, this has not been afforded, the fault must not rest so much
with the committee; as upon the peculiar position of the counties
within which inequality may be alleged to exist.

SAM BOGART,
Chairman on part of Senate.

H. R. RUNNELS,
Chairman on part of House.

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the
Legislature among the several counties of the State, according
to the requirements of the constitution ; read first time.

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on. the Judiciary, report-
ed back to the Senate a bill requiring the commissioner ot the

Z
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General Land Office to issue patents for four leagues of the
school lands of Washington county ; and a bill to authorize the
county clerk of Refugio county to transcribe certain records in
his office, and recom.mended their passage.

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported back a bill tode-
clare the Town Book of the town of Seguin in Guadalupe
county, a book of record, and recoinmended its passage with the
following amendmzut :

In 1st section, fourth fine, after the word “Guadalupe,” insert
“ which contaizs the original plan and entries of the sales of the
lots or shares of said town.”

Mr. Gray, also, made the following report :

Janvary 14, 1852.

The committee on Judiciary have considered a bill to encous-
age the reporting of the decisions of the supreme court, and re-
commend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate, Con-
curring in the general object and importance of the measure,
some of the comunittee would prefer a different mode for the pub
lication of the decisions than that proposed by the bill : but aot
knowing which plan would meet the views of a majority of the
Senate, the committee return the bill that it may be considered,
and the sense of the Senate ascertained thereon.

| P. W. GRAY, Chairman.

Mr. Gray, also, made the following report : .

‘The committee on Judiciary have considered a bill to be entr-
tled an act to confirm certain titles to land, so far as the Jpcatien
and survey are concerped, The titles proposed to be confirme
are certain grants made to settlers in Burnet’s and Veihlein®
culouies, which were located across the boundary line of the cole-
nies. It appears that the same commissioner was auathorised @
issue titles in each colony, and he erroneously issued titles Rr
land to settlers in Burnet’s colony which lay partly in that and
partly in Veihlein’s, and vice versa. This was an error of judg-
ment only, involving no fraud on the part of either the commis®
sioner or settler; but the consequences of it will fall heavily 8
the settlers uniess relief be given by law, Already land locatd’s
have commenced their operations to deprive the settler of
land. 'The committee see no impropriety in the bill, but on ¢
contrary think it founded in good policy. It fully gnards
rights of third parties, and ratifies uo fraud.

Mr. Doane intreduced a bill to amend and continue in fore@
an act to incorporate the Colorado Mining rompany, and ot
companies for similar purposes, approved 17th January, A.
1842 ; read first time.
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On motion of Mr. Eddy, 100 copies oi the bill to apportion
the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among the
several counties of this State, according to the requirements of
the constitution, were ordered to be prinied.

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of sundry persons in New
Orleans, asking interest for certain amounts of second class
claims, issued for supplies turnished the navy of Texas ; refer-
red to the committee on Finance.

Mr. Bigelow introduced a joint resolution to. amend the, 30th
section of the general provisions of the constitution; read first
1me.

t Mr. Doane introduced a bill to extend the provisions of an act,
approved February 8, 1850, to investigate land titles in certain
counties therein named ; read first time.

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills,
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz:

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William H. Smith, dec’d;

A bill to-amend the third section of an act to provide for the
transfer of the records of administrators to new counties; and

A bill to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes.

Mr. Gray made the icllowing report :

The committee on the Judiciary, having consjdered a joint re-
solution proposing to amend the constitution, and do not approve
of it in its present form. It proposes to repeal the third section
of the tenth article relating to school lands, without making any
other provision on the subject, either restricting the power of the
county courts over the land, or giving power to the Legislature
to regulate the subject. The committes propose the enclosed
substitute, to be entitled a joint resolution providing to amend
the third section of the 10th article of the constitution.

CRDERS OF THE DAY.

The resolution of the House, inviting the Senate to meet the
House of Represeatatives on Wednesday the 21st instant, for the
parpose of electing a United States Sepator ; read, and, on mo-
tion of Mr, Taylor, indefinitely postponed.

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate
that the House had passed a bill to restore lands sold for taxes,
and purchased by the State, to the former owners, upon certain
conditions there¢in named ; also,

'That the House had passed a bill to amend the 17th section of
the act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado
Railroad company, with amendments.
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A bill to quiet the land titles within the limits of Peters’ colo-
ny; and to provide for locating and surveying the lands and is-
suing the certificates and patents to which the colonists and con-
tractors are entitled ; read.

Mr. Wilson moved to amend 1st section by striking out 2,000,”
und inserting ¢ 1,700,”in tenth line.

Mr. Dancy moved a division of the question. |

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill was laid on the table until 3
o'clock.

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill to restere lands sold for
taxes, and purchased by the State, to the owners, upon certain
conditions therein named, was taken up and read first time.

On motion of Mr, Merriman, the rule was suspended, and bilt
read second time,

Mr. Merriman offered the following smendment :

Add at the end of the 1st section, ¥ md that on all entriesand
locations made since the 31st day of December, 1851, upon land
sold for taxes and purchased by the State, the Commissioner of
the General Land Office shall not issue patents ; and when lands
shall hereafter be sold for taxes and purdiased by the State, they
shall not be sabject to entry or location,but shall be disposed of
as the Legislature may direct, and the praceeds arising from such
disposition shall be paid into the T'reasuryof the State ; ” adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until three
d'clock p. m.

3 0'CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—roll called—quorum present.

A, bill to quiet the land titles within the limits of Peters’ colo-
»y, and to provide for locating and surveying the lands and 18-
suing the certificates and patents to which thecolonists and £o8-
tractors are entitled.

The question on Mr. Dancy’s motion to strike out 2,000, W8S
put, and lost by the following vote : .

YEas—Messts, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan,Eddy, Grimes
Scott, Truit and Wilson—09.

Navs—Messts, Bigelow, Bogart, Gray, Hart, Hill, Kinney,
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Taylor—11. )

The question then recurred on Mr. Wilson’s motion to strike
out 2,000, and insert 1,700, upon which the yeas and nays weré
as follows:

Yrag—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes,
Reaves, Scott, Truit and Wilson.~—10,

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Bogatt, Doane, Gray, Hart, Hill
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Kinney, Merriman, Ideusebach, Parker, Sterne and Taylor--12;
Jost. : :
Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment:

Strike out after #1850,” in 11th line of 2nd section, the fol-
jowing words: “or in lieu thereof, sald ceriificates may be located
gpon any of the vacaut unappronriated public demain belonging
1o the State of Texas, 1ot heretofore titled, located, reserved or
urveyed under the aunthority of the Governinent of Spain,
Mexico, or the State of Texas, and upon any or all of said de-
seribed lands 1n such portions cr numbers as said agent may
choose or prefer ;” adopied.

Mr. Grimes ofiered the following amendment :

Strike out after the word “delay,” in eizghth line of 1stsection,
the words “and without charge ;" adopied.

Mr. Hart offered the fcllowing amendinent :

In section 10, in line ten, after the word sectioun, insert ¢ and
that ke has never received any land as a headright, from the Re-
public or State of Texas;” adopted.

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment :

Add to 10th section : “Provided, that any certificate or patent
issued by virtue of this section, to any person who may have
previously obtained land or a certificate for land, from Meixco,
Coahuila and Texas, or the Republic or State of T'exas, shall be
null and void ; 7 adopted.

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the caption of the bill was amend-
ed so as to read, “ a bill relative to lands in Peters’ colony.”

On motion of Mr. Hill, the words “tkis State” ineighth line
of 10th section, wasstricken out, and the words ¢ said colony” in-
serted.

On motion of Mr. Eddy, «twenty-five cents,” in fourteenth
line of 10th section, was stricken out, and * fifty cents ” inserted.

Mr. Gray moved to reconsider the vote which refused to strike
out 2,000 ;” carried, and vote reconsidered.

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the further consideration of the
bill was postponed uniil to-morrow,

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill to restore lands sold for
taxes and purchased by the State, to the former owners, upon
certain conditions therein named, was taken up, read, and passed
to third reading.

On motior: of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule requiring reports to lay on
the table one day, was suspended, and the report of the commit-



Ay
tee on the Judiciary, on a bill to consirm ccrtain titles to land, so
far as the location and survey are conceried, was taken up.

Mr. Gray oficred the following amendment :

In 1st sceiion, second line, stitke out “ colonial titles to land,”
and insert “titles made to colonists or settlers for their headright
claims ;7 adopted.

Or motion of #r. Dancy, the following proviso was added to
to the above amendinent:

“ Provided that said claims shall not exceed in quantity, one
league and labor to one individual”

The bill was then passed to third reacing,

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was turther suspended, bill
read third time and passed.

Joint resolution providing for the removal of the remains of
the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the State burial
ground at the city of Austin; read third time and passed.

Joint resolution for the relief of James Pratt Plummer, War-
ren Lyons, and Chipita Willse, wife of Benjamin T. Wilise;
read third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock to-morrow morning.

Fripay, January 16, 1852

"The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant {0
adjournment—roll called —quorum present.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land
Claims, made the following report :

The committee on Private Land Claims, have considered the
petition of John Conner, a Delaware chief, Itappears from the
facts that sometime in the year 1842, the President of the then
Republic of Texas, made an agreement with Conner to procur®
a consultation of the various tribes of Indians, for the purposé ol
forming a treaty, for which Conner was to receive one leagneé 9
land. In consideration thereof, a ‘majority of the committes
have instructed me to report a bill for his relief, and recommen
its passage.

A bill for the relief of John Conaner, a Delaware chief; read
first time.

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac-
counts, to which was referred a bill for the relief of the persois



